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VOICE FROM THE WILD
(A Letter from the Editors)

In our second issue of Russian Conservation News, we
have some urgent issues to share with our colleagues around
the world. One of these is a plan for “sustainable”
development in the Russian Far East — one of the largest,
most biologically diverse, intact greater ecosysiems remaining
in this vast country. In addition to our apprehensions about the
actual substance of the project, we are deeply concerned about
the process (or lack thereof) of information sharing between
the weslern aid agencies and consulting firms, and the
conservation community. (See our " Far East Forest Focus”
inside this issue).

The second issue about which we are alarmed is the state
of virtual collapse in Russia’s system of strict nature reserves.
No other country in the world has a system as old and large as
Russia's Zapovedniki. Russia's Zapovedniki protect fresh
water seals in Lake Baikal, bison in the Caucasus, tigers in the
Far East, polar bears in the Arctic, and habitat for hundreds of
other rare and endemic species. They have also been the
research grounds for hundreds of scientists ip zoology,
biology, botany, and other natural sciences. These nature
reserves are of no less importance than the tropical rain forests
of Central and South America. We feel certain that if
immediate measures are not taken to save this system, the
entire world will suffer an irretrievable loss of biological
archives. Many dedicated nature reserve managers are
working hard to help their reserves survive the hardships of a
transitional economy, but more than dedication is needed to
save these natural (reasures.

We urge you to rise to the challenge which stands before
us all. Throughout our articles, we try to suggest ways in
which you could effectively, and positively change the
situation. We believe that solving these problems depends on
our ability o work together with our western colleagues.
Please write letters to the Russian Ministry, to your Congress,
and aid-giving organizations, especially where we have
provided addresses and names, and please send copies to us,
so that we know our efforts are working!

We are here to connect you with the many achievements as
well as problems and needs of conservationists in Russia and
the former Soviet Union. We hope 1o establish a dialogue
between them and western colleagues — dialogue that is
cructal for all of us to make gains in conservation. After
reading Russian Conservation News, we hope you will let us
know what you like, and what you would like to read more
about, Please send us your comments, questions, and
suggestions, articles, photographs, and let us know if your
contacts and programs in Russia have been assisted by our
informational service.
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